
Report to Council 
 

Date of meeting: 16 December 2021 
 

Chairman: Councillor M Sartin 
 

Democratic Services Officer: V Messenger (01992 564243) 
 
 

Recommendations/Decisions Required: 
 

(1) That the Overview and Scrutiny progress report for November be noted. 
 

Report: 
 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 18 November 2021 
 
1. The Chairman, Councillor M Sartin, advised members that a call-in of Housing Services 
Portfolio Holder Decision PFH-004-2021/22 by Councillor C C Pond and four other councillors had 
led to an informal meeting being held on 1 November 2021, which had been productive. A follow-
up meeting on 6 December 2021 would be reporting back on alternative tree planting sites. 
 
2. The Committee reviewed the FY21/22 quarter 2 Corporate Performance Reporting but only 
for projects at red or amber status (exceptions). The KPI data now showed comparisons to the 
previous quarter. Performance project officers were relooking at the KPI data in its entirety to 
understand the processes behind them and would share any information on this at a future 
meeting. Members queried the Waltham Abbey Community and Cultural Hub, Green Infrastructure 
Strategy, number of families in bed and breakfast accommodation for 6 weeks+, the new waste 
collection leaflet, the rent arrears KPI, if there would be a KPI for electric vehicle charging points, 
the percentage of workforce by ethnicity and staff sickness absence. 
 
3. Members received a short presentation as I Braddick (HGGT Lead) introduced the report 
outlining the reasons and ambitions crucial to the endorsement of the HGGT Transport Strategy. It 
had been developed to meet the ambitions for sustainable movement set out within the HGGT 
vision, against the backdrop of the challenges of future travel demand linked to planned growth as 
set out in the Council’s emerging Local Plan. The Council had declared a climate emergency in 
2019. With transport now the largest contributor to UK greenhouse gas emissions, the HGGT 
transport strategy supported the highest commitment across the Garden Town Authorities to 
become carbon-neutral by 2030. Key to this was making it easier to choose to travel sustainably, 
by providing reliable and high quality sustainable and active travel routes, and by creating 
connected communities and safe, enjoyable streets that offered local facilities and travel options 
for everyday activities. Members scrutinised the transport strategy, as I Braddick and N Polaine 
(HGGT Director) answered their questions, and it will be going before Cabinet on 25 January 2022. 

 
4. Members had the opportunity to review the Executive’s current programme of Key 
Decisions of 1 November 2021 when it was noted that the Local Plan Inspector has still to reply to 
the Council and the new trees policy has yet to go to Cabinet.   

 
5. The Committee reviewed its own work programme. The Princess Alexandra Hospital Trust 
representatives, Michael Meredith and Jill Hogan, have accepted the invite to attend an extra 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting on 7 December 2021 at 19.00. The Committee will also 
be reviewing the Council’s Market Policy. 

 
6. The select committee chairmen also updated the Committee on recent business transacted 
at meetings and the current status of their respective work programmes. It was agreed that the 
next joint meeting should discuss the alignment of the select committees’ Terms of Reference with 
the Council’s corporate aims, as detailed in the Cabinet’s forward plan. 


